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Josh Petersen hits a ball on to the Tth falrway at Aspen Golf Cluby on Thursday.

Frustrations high at Aspen Golf
Course as COVID-19 pushes play

Pro shop has created tiered
reservation system to address
unprecedented demand

Carolyn Sackariason
The Aspen Times

s the OOVID-19 pandemic pushes people out-
doors, §illing up campgrounds, trails and parks
sround Aspen at an unprecedented rate, the phe-
nomena has hit the local munivipal golf course
where scoring a tee time feels like winning the lottery.
The lack of svailable tew times hias cavsed a lot of frus-
muonmmmpmholdmmddtymfwhm
trying to find solutions to sddress the high d
Steve Altken, the city's director of golf, 10ld about 25
members during a golf advisory board meeling easlier
thix weck that bhe saw first-hand how ravesious people are
10 play golf when he watched the tee sheet on July 9.
“It literally booked out in three and a half minutes, and

50 288 people booked cut for the entire day,” he said. *1
couldn't believe it was even possible”

o address the high volume, the pro shop last month
made tee times svailable for passholders to book begin-
ning at 7 p.m. each day, which allows them Lo teserve s
slot 7.5 days in advance.

The golf course was holding back the iee times until 7
p.m., at which time they are populated on the website for
passholders ta book exclusively,

“(On July 9) tight foursormes backed in under 20 see-
ands and 21 users booked in under a minute, so every-
body Is titerally on st 7 p.m.” he told the bosrd and gedf
club members. “We've got a very popular product”

To address the 7 p.m. feeding frenzy, Aitken and pro
shop staff this week made the reservation system tiered
on different levels of passes — platinum, gold and silver.
twilight and punch.

Suarting this past ‘Thursday, plati holders, wha
pnid themon.pﬂloremwnnlmeu Spm each day.

Gold passholders book al 6:30 p.m. and all others are at
7 p-m.

GOLF, A7

Real estate up
as wealthy head
to a mountain
venue to escape

Pandemic, civil unrest
driving the trend to small,
luzury markets

Austin Colbert
The Aspen Times

Tim Estin works in the loca) Aspen real estate mar-
ket and is seeing the “CGreat Urban Exodus™ unfold in
the cusent real estaie market,

There's been a perfect stonmn of events over the past
few months that has led to people opting to flee city life
for the relative isolation of the smaller towns, Iincloding
Aspen. Demand for Jocal real estate is booming to the
point where brokers are having & hard time keeping up.

“More people want to stay here for a longer period of
time.” Batin said. "There was pent-up demand and per-
haps pent-up demand as a result of & two month shut-
down. There are always those that have 10 move and
those who need to sell. There are historically low inter-
est rales — lnwnhmncnnldb;wemnm-;{ned.‘

Before Scott Bay 1d tothe
hebadlod:dlmnnlnenmin;nn.mubmmthe
norm for he and his fellow real estate comrades in lux-
ury markets actoss the tountry, 21 the demand to get
away from the larger citics has made the ringing nearly

ROOSLOP,

“Colleagues in Tahoe and the Hunptons and in
Montana, Wyoming, cen't pick up the phone because
they've got so many people calling them from LA,
and New York and in this case, Denver and Houston,”
Bayens rald, “There is clearly & migration fiom urban
centers for those who are trying to get out of the city
lndm'ayﬁomlh:mmlnd\ﬂmmmabkmmrk
{rom home

Estin und Bayens, mmmlnmthlyrulmae

REAL ESTATE, A

INSIDE
A classic no more

The Colorado Classic women's cycling race, inchuding a
leg through Snowmass Village, has been canceled. A18

Zoo in the wild

A number of plants, inchuding those that rmay be more
aptin 2 200, are blossoming In Aspen_ Resd on PAGEAY
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column for The Aspen Times,
agzee on the peneral reason-
ing beyond the mass move of
the wealthy from cities to small
market luxury towns like Aspen.
Alot has 1o do with the current

environment surrounding the
Yari Limed

with much of the civil unrest that
has been sweeping through the
ountry.

With interest rates reaching
record lows in favor of buyers and
more people’s ability to work re-
motely from home, it makes sense
for those who can afford to make
the move to go ahead and do so.

“People realize if they are going
o live anywhere, they don’t want
10 be in the cities enymore,” Estin
sald. “The wealihy have always
been able to afford 1o be anywhere
and anyoee whe has been sitting
on a fence, there {2 no longer any
reason to xit on the fence, So that
is what is driving all this®

The demand for Jocal real es-
tate, whether that ks from horne-
buyers or renters, n across the
board. In recent yeas, cxpecially
sinee the Great Recestion in the
Iate 3000, the hotspot hiad been
Aspen's core and the West End
neighborhood, but the post-
COVLD reality has people secking
properties up and down the Roar-
ing Fork Valley and even into the
1-70 corridor.

“Not only Is i & stller’s market,
but it’s also x landlords market.
And when ihey say cash is king.

A biker passes a for sale sign while biking past Northstar Nature Preserve on Friday in Aspen,

[ think it's also safe to say the
are going to be in con-

trol,” Bayens sakd. “At some point,
we might just begin to soe a real
dearth of inventory. There might
not be anything beft for folks to
buy. I think as we get into what
coutd be a contentious election
and obviously some cultural un-
rest, T think many of us believe we
are looking at a window, a unique
window, and we certainly have no
tdea when it might close”

Bayens sees Aspen as a unkque

market for many rensons, Cer-
tainly it has the mountain town
lifestyle and the ability for people
to social distence during the
pandemic, but it also goes big on
culture, bringing in music and
artists that normally would only
be found in the bigger cfties.
But Lhe exodus from the utban

{nlerest for the upcoming scheol
year, s demand they may have

we are kind of between a rock and
ahard place. But i you live fn As-
pen or Snowmass, we are commit-

shurger said they wouldn't have a
true ides of oumbers until officisl
enrollment next month. At Acpen

Country Day School, a private

Even 30, Glah said next year's en-
rollment will remain “basically the
same size [t has been for the past
three years, around 270 students”
Once the dust settles later this

Ard ¢ven though there is s lot of
eivil itnsest and political uncer-
eainty heading into this year’s pres-
idential clection, Bayens believes
this trend of a hot market could
linger into next year.

“There are just too many people

trouble acrommodating based off  who want to come out here” he
of current safety guidelines sur- s, “Fverybody here likes to
rounding COVID-19. think wi are protected and In

“It gets really tough. Ontheone  many wiys we are in this

hand, all of the guidance is small community, but | think we'll all
¢lass size and then the reatity have to adjust in light of just how
Is budgets are cut,” new Aspen miuch growth might oceur in terms
School District superintend of population. But it ins 1o be
David Baugh said last week. “State  acen whether there will be housing
funding is down, federal funding For them.”

1s down, so it would be really hard

1o hit the guidelines from CDC. So

acoldert @spentimescom



