
 
 

  
 
 

AGENDA 
City of Aspen, Open Space and Trails Board Meeting 

October 15, 2020 – 5:00 pm 
via WebEx Meeting  

 
 
Meeting number (access code): 126 617 1186 
Meeting password: 81611 
 
Thursday, October 15, 2020 
5:00 pm | (UTC-06:00) Mountain Time (US & Canada) | 3 hrs 
 
Join by phone 
+1-408-418-9388 United States Toll 
 
Join from a video system or application 
Dial 1266171186@coa.my.webex.com 
You can also dial 173.243.2.68 and enter your meeting number. 
 
Need help? Go to http://help.webex.com 
 

 
1. Adoption of the Agenda   

2. Public Comments (for items not on the agenda) 

3. Approval of Minutes  

4. Staff Comments 

5. Board Comments 

6. New Business 

 Lift One Lodge Application 

7. Old Business 

8. Establish Next Meeting Date(s) – Board Retreat - Wednesday, October 28, Next regular 

meeting – Thursday, November 19 

9. Adjourn 

https://avanan.url-protection.com/v1/url?o=http%3A//help.webex.com&g=YThkNjVjZDllMzNiMDEzYQ==&h=MmJlN2RhOGRmYTAzOTIyNGJjY2VlYWI2ODI2NTI2NjRmNTRjODUyY2UzOGUxMDYxZjY5NDJhZjY1OWUzOTViMQ==&p=YXAzOmNpdHlvZmFzcGVuOmF2YW5hbjpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2VtYWlsOjNlZmU4ZWFkNDdhNThjOGM0MzM3NjM1MGJlNDY1MTVmOnYx


 
 

MINUTES 
City of Aspen, Open Space and Trails Board Meeting 

Held on September 17, 2020 
5:00pm – Online Meeting  

 
 
 
 
City OST Board Members Present:  Charlie Eckart, Julie Hardman, Adam McCurdy. 
 
City Staff Members Present:  Austin Weiss, Mike Tunte, Brian Long, Micah Davis. 
 
Adoption of the Agenda:  Julie moved to adopt the agenda; Adam seconded. 
 
Approval of the Minutes:  Adam moved to approve the minutes and Julie seconded. 
 
Public Comments, for topics not on the agenda:  None. 
 
Staff Comments:  Austin brought the Board up to date on the process of filling Board vacancies.  
There are two strong applicants and additional applicants are desired; please spread the word.  
Site visits to the Pride of Aspen are scheduled:  Charlie Friday, Adam Wednesday possibly with 
Diane.  Austin and Mike attended the initial meeting for Pitkin County’s update to Sky Mountain 
Park’s management plan; this Board will be involved in the process.  Charlie asked if there was 
mention of the unauthorized road cut on adjacent private land; Austin said there was an 
indirect mention.  Mike updated the Board on the completion of the new park at Burlingame; 
due to COVID, he will offer the Board a tour in lieu of a gathering.  Charlie asked about Lift 1A  
Park progress; Mike said that it is moving along and Ben Anderson of Community Development 
will present at the October Board meeting.  Brian reported that railings will be installed at the 
Mill Street and Cemetery Lane underpasses.  Micah mentioned plans to replace the bridge at 
the Post Office Trail and to move fallen trees in the river between Herron and Newberry Parks 
to prevent damming.  Charlie asked about any further communication with Jacob of RFOV 
regarding a site visit on the Rio Grande Trail; Austin said that is pending.   
 
Board Comments:  Julie mentioned she would like to discuss developing a fat bike trail in 
Snowmass Village with Brian.  Charlie said he would like to be in that planning loop.  Julie asked 
about special events as a topic in Sky Mountain Park’s Management Plan; Austin said there is 
such a section and he will get back to her with more information.  Adam mentioned close calls 
between cyclists and vehicles in the Bike-pedway at the intersection near the Red Brick, 
emphasizing the need for additional safety measures there, such as a stop sign.  Brian will bring 
this to PABST.  Adam mentioned that he spoke with the consultants doing water resilience 



 
 

research for the City and he will share comments they have gathered.  His input to consultants 
emphasized irrigation to maintain parks as a high priority, and that gray water could be part of 
creative sourcing.  Charlie communicated Howie’s proxy concerning clarity on the process of 
street work, such as painting additional sharrows in the Hallam Street Bike-pedway.  Charlie 
asked whether the Engineering Dept. can be bypassed in this process.  Brian explained that 
Engineering makes determinations with regard to street painting per code.  Streets uses its 
crew to carry out painting of normal street striping, while a separate crew (San Juan Striping) is 
hired to do bike infrastructure painting.  Brian said that Engineering’s goal is for the sharrows to 
serve as guidance to cyclists on the best route between points and not necessarily to serve as 
automobile deterrents.  Brian will run this past PABST to gather their input on this topic.   
  
New Business:  Austin updated the Board on the re-routing of the Aspen School District Trail, as 
an emergency measure to address the District’s needs during COVID and to address an increase 
in cyclist traffic on Maroon Creek Road.  Austin had meetings with the Assistant Superintendent 
and Mike and Brian to create a temporary “bread crumb” route marked with stencils and 
additional signs to help cyclists navigate through the campus.  Possible future steps may include 
building a dedicated trail along Maroon Creek Road and alignment improvements on the east 
side of campus.  A discussion of various issues followed, including the narrow sidewalk/trail 
corridor near the Cottage and concerning eBike travel speeds there; the narrow sidewalk/trail 
in front of the high school; and the bottleneck between yellow posts by the gate near the 
Middle School.  Austin clarified jurisdictional boundaries going into the schools and the history 
of the open community campus along with current safety challenges.  Charlie emphasized the 
need for a long-term solution, including the potential future trail along the west side of Maroon 
Creek Road.  Further discussion touched on considerations for cyclist experience levels, 
seamless connections, pedestrian-cyclist interaction areas, and other future solutions.  Charlie 
mentioned problematic areas including the area between the ARC side of the pedestrian bridge 
and the bus stop on Maroon Creek Road. 
 
Old Business:  Mike provided a timeline for the completion of the Marolt Management Plan in 
which adoption of the plan is projected for May 2021.  Charlie asked whether a small bike park 
will be part of the plan; Austin explained that this is identified in the plan as an opportunity for 
staff to explore.  Charlie asked about the status of homeless camping on the property; Brian 
mentioned that the camp provided at the Intercept Lot has greatly reduced this issue on the 
property.   
 
Mike provided a draft agenda for the October 28th OSTB Retreat, which must be held online.  
Julie suggested integrating a site visit for an in-person element and incorporating 15 minute 
breaks.  Mike responded that in-person group site visits are unfortunately not permitted and 
that time is needed to cover complex agenda topics.  Charlie emphasized planning sufficient 



 
 

time to cover future projects.  Austin emphasized working on the Parks tax fund reauthorization 
as another priority. 
 
Adjourned:  Adam moved to adjourn; Julie seconded. 
 
Next Meeting Date(s):  October 15, 2020 
 



Lift One Lodge Review with Open Space and Trails Committee
O C TO B E R  1 5 T H ,  2 0 2 0

Presenters:

Ben Anderson, Community Development, City of Aspen – Process Discussion

Michael Tunte, City of Aspen Parks & Open Space – Park Design

Laura Kirk, DHM Design – Lift One Lodge Overview



March 2019
Conceptual/Project Approval

Granted by voters in 

For both Lift One Lodge and 
Gorsuch Haus the following 
were approved: 

• Site Plan
• Mass and Scale
• Uses and Programming
• Conceptual level design
• Conditional Entitlements

Lift One Corridor – The Review Process  

Summer/Fall  2020

Tramway Board 
Variance approvals 

Fall/Winter 2020
Final/Detail Review 

Open Space and Trails Board
Recommendation on park design to:

Historic Preservation Commission 
(review of historic resources and park design)

and
Planning and Zoning Commission

(review of Lift One Lodge and Gorsuch Haus)

Review topics: 
• materials and fenestration
• landscaping
• engineering design
• preservation and design of historic resources
• lighting and signage
• compliance with original approvals 

Intensive design  
work, agreements, 

coordination of 
stakeholders
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CORRIDOR

Parks and Open Space 
Improvements
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Questions and Answers


